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MEMORIALS OF THE FAMILY OF LANG-TON OF KILKENNY. 

BY JOHN G. A. PRIM. 

Gal way has been long famous for its " Tribes," described by the 
accomplished historian of that town as the descendants of " a co- 
lony" of thirteen persons, who settled there in the middle ages, and 
by their energy in trade, their upright dealing, and conspicuous 
charity and hospitality, made an honourable name, far and near, for 
the place of their adoption, and left to their descendants the main- 
tenance of the high character which they had won, and the care and 
exercise of the municipal offices, and rule and government of the 
community whose interest they had done so much to advance and 
foster. The names of these thirteen families, thus known under 
the general appellation of the " Tribes of Gal way" — a name origi- 
nally given in derision by the Cromwellian intruders, but, as Mr. 
Hardiman states, " subsequently adopted as a mark of honourable 
distinction between themselves and their cruel oppressors"— are 
thus supplied in a well-known distich : — 

44 A thy, Blake, Bodkin, Browne, Dean, D'Arcy, Lynch, 
Joyes, Kirwan, Martin, Morris, Skerret, French." 

The Cromwellian settlers in Kilkenny also found in possession of 
the municipal offices there, and taking a leading position in the 
local trade and management of public affairs, a similar knot of fami- 
lies, who might, for like reasons, have been designated the Tribes 
of Kilkenny. They were ten in number, and may also be recapitu- 
lated in a couplet, after the Gal way fashion, thus : — 

" Archdekin, Archer, Cowley, Langton, Ley, 
Knaresborough, Lawless, Eagget, Kothe, and Shee." 

Mr. Hardiman notes of the founders of the Galway Tribes that 
" they did not settle in the town at one time, or on the same occa- 
sion, as is generally supposed, but came hither at different periods, 
and under various circumstances ;" and so likewise was it with the 
progenitors of the ten chief families which flourished in Kilkenny 
during the first half of the seventeenth century. 1 Some of them 

1 Mr. Hardiman refers to the" Tribes" centuries were filled by names which 

as "the new colony" of Galway, giving had almost died out in the town in the 

the names of twenty-five families set- sixteenth and seventeenth, when the 

tied there and trading- along the coast, leading positions in the community came 

shortly after the Anglo-Norman inva- to be nearly monopolized by the ten fa- 

sion of Ireland. In like manner, in milies to whom I have above alluded. 

Kilkenny the chief municipal offices in Amongst those more ancient principal 

the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth families which thus had nearly all died 
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were settled in the city more than a century earlier than others, and 
some of the more recently settled were amongst the most wealthy, 
prolific in spreading out branches, and important in social condition. 
Nine were of English descent, the tenth only — the Shees — being 
of undoubted Milesian blood; and these latter, whilst amongst the 
latest settled of the families, were at the period referred to the 
most numerous,, and held the most prominent position of all. In 
proof, however, that these ten families supplied the chief citizens of 
the town, and almost monopolized amongst themselves, for a con- 
siderable period, the leading public offices of the community, it is 
only necessary to point to the fact that, for the half century which 
preceded the capture of Kilkenny by Oliver Cromwell, of the chief 
magistrates annually elected to preside over the corporation and 
govern the town — of course, fifty in number — there were but two 
who did not bear some one of the ten family names which I have 
suggested as entitled to be denominated " the Tribes of Kil- 
kenny." 1 

So thoroughly identified arethese " Tribes" with the public affairs. 



out in the course of a few centuries, may 
be mentioned those of Downing or Dun- 
ning, Fennel!, Le White, Outlaw, Cro- 
ker, Kiiberry, Godyn, Owen, Kyteler, 
Talbot, Lombard, Ootteral, Folyn, &c. 
Again, to complete the parallel be- 
tween the two towns, Mr, Hardi- 
man observes, in connexion with the 
u Tribes" — " Besides the names already 
enumerated, there are many other fa- 
milies who, though not similarly dis- 
tinguished, were equally ancient and 
respectable, as well from length of re- 
sidence in the town as through alliance 
with the other inhabitants, by whom 
they were gradually affiliated, and fi- 
nally considered, without any distinc- 
tion, as members of the same body;" 
and he names eighteen families as the 
principal of these. In Kilkenny like- 
wise there were several families holding 
a respectable position in the community, 
at the time at which the " Tribes" were 
flourishing, and with whom they fre- 
quently intermarried and became con- 
nected in trade. Of these I may here 
enumerate, as amongst the most pro- 
minent, the names of Hackett, Savage, 
Bryan, Cleere, Pembroke, Gafney, 
Murphy, Comerford, Fitzgerald, Da- 
niel, Itaughter, or Rafter, Wale, or 
Wall, Sherlock, Mothill, &c. Some of 
the families alluded to were of greater 
note in the county than in the city of 
Kilkenny, such as Fitzgerald, Archde- 
kin, Comerford, Bryan, &c. 



1 The two names were those of Hors- 
fali and Murphy. In 1616 King James 
insisted that the mayor to be elected 
for that year should take the oath of 
supremacy, and be in every way " confor- 
mable" to the new arrangements which 
he had established. All the members 
of the body being, apparently, Roman 
Catholics, none of them could take the 
oath prescribed, and the elections which 
were made were annulled by the govern- 
ment, till at length they hit on the de- 
vice of admitting Sir Cyprian Horsfall, 
son to John Horsfall, Bishop of Ossory, 
to the freedom of the corporation, and in 
the same day making him a common coun- 
cilman, and immediately advancing him 
to the aldermanic gown — an unprece- 
dented piece of civic promotion. He was 
then elected mayor; and being in every 
way "conformable," his return to the 
Lord Lieutenant received the govern- 
mental sanction. Sir Cyprian was again 
elected mayor in the year 1620; but whe- 
ther on a like pressure from the Crown, 
or from the spontaneous act of the cor- 
poration, I have been unable to ascertain. 
The latter is the more probable, because 
in the interim between those years the 
members of the " Tribes," who were all 
Roman Catholics, appear to have en- 
joyed the civic offices without at least 
any determined opposition from the 
State. In 1642 Patrick Murphy, a 
member of a respectable Irishtown fa- 
mily, enjoyed the mayoralty. 
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offices, and archives of the city, that the history of the ten families 
must form, in fact, the history of Kilkenny for a considerable period. 
To obtain the means of collecting together the necessary materials 
for the compilation of a full and accurate history of the town which 
forms the centre of the district of the Kilkenny and South East of 
Ireland Archaeological Society, was one of the chief objects had in 
view by the founders of that association when calling it into exis- 
tence ; and, therefore, if I now set about contributing to the So- 
ciety's " Journal" the ten. chapters requisite for placing on record 
and illustrating the memorials of those ten families, I feel that I am 
aiding so far towards the fulfilment of the Society's mission. I 
should not, however, set it down that the actual commencement is 
only now made ; for I consider that I have already, on a former 
occasion, contributed the first of the ten chapters, in the memoir of 
the Cowley family, 1 supplied in the year 1852. I do not wish to be 
considered as offering the memorials of the Cowley s first, and of the 
Langton family secondly, because priority of place was due to them. 
On the contrary, as I have already indicated, precedence, on the 
ground of social importance and extent of family and wealth, would 
be due to the Shees — the Rothes and Archers closely following 
them ; and whilst the Langtons would take a central position, the 
Cowleys should come amongst the last. But I took occasion in the 
year 1852 to trace the history of the latter family, because much 
interest attached to the subject at the moment, from the occurrence 
of the death of the great Duke of Wellington, that illustrious per- 
sonage being lineally descended from one of Kilkenny's citizens in 
the sixteenth century ; and I now devote the second chapter to a 
notice of the Langton family, because they have left a curious ge- 
nealogical manuscript, carried on from father to son for several ge- 
nerations, and supplying much matter of general interest, besides 
furnishing a record of the succession of members of the family for 
centuries, which serves to invite the notice of a society such as 
this, and in fact supplies almost all the materials necessary for the 
illustration of this one of the ten " Tribes" of Kilkenny. 2 

The name of Langton — one of some note in English history — 
was anciently borne by several families, each unconnected by kin- 
dred or descent with the others, and bearing different armorial en- 
signs. There are numerous parishes in various parts of England 
denominated Langton — i. e. long town — the proprietors of which, 

1 See a paper entitled " Some Notice tain Henry Michael Faustinus Langton, 
of the Family of Cowley of Kilkenny," oftheLouthRifies,fromhishavingat once 
Transactions of the Kilkenny Archseo- liberally acted on the suggestion of the 
logical Society for the year 1852, vol. Secretaries of this Society, by contribute 
ii. ? p. 102. ing towards its funds the sum necessary 

2 So much consideration must also be to defray the expense of printing and 
deemed due to the present representa- illustrating the memorials of his ances- 
tive of the Langtons of Kilkenny, Cap- tors in the municipality. 
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according to the custom of the olden time, assumed the name of the 
property, with the prefix. " de" ; which prefix was ultimately drop- 
ped. Some of these are described in the county histories as very 
ancient, noble, and knightly families ; the principal lines being 
Langton of Yorkshire, Langton of Langton in Lincolnshire, and 
Langton of Langton in Leicestershire, the latter being the proge- 
nitors of the Langtons, Barons of Newton and Lords of Walton 
le-dale, and of the Langtons of Low, Lords of Hindley in Lanca- 
shire. From the Barons of Newton, through the junior branch 
settled at Low, the Kilkenny Langtons claim descent, and have, at 
least from the beginning of the seventeenth century, borne the same 
arms, viz., argent, three chevrons gules. 1 The most famous Eng- 



i The three chevrons were not the 
original arms of this family of Langton, 
but were assumed by the issue of John 
de Langton of Leicestershire, who, by 
his marriage with Alice Banastre, ac- 
quired the Lancashire property at the 
end of the thirteenth century. I am in- 
debted to William Langton, Esq., Man- 
chester, for the means of fully tracing 
the circumstances under which these 
ensigns were adopted, he having kindly 
permitted me to read and make use of 
his notes on "the Armorial Bearings, 
and the Seals of the Families of Ba- 
nastre and Langton," contributed to the 
Chetham Society's publications, in con- 
nexion with the " Visitation of Lan- 
cashire, 1533." Mr. Langton goes into 
the subject at considerable length, and 
with the most satisfactory results. I 
can here only supply a very brief epitome 
of his lucid and beautifully illustrated 
statement. The original arms borne 
by the Langtons of Leicestershire 
seem to have been, a shield vair, such 
a cognizance appearing on the seal of 
John de Langton, above mentioned, ap- 
pended to a document of the 2nd July, 
1332 (see Plate, figure 1). There is 
reason to suppose that this bearing was 
derived by the Langtons from the fa- 
mily of Marmion, under whom the for- 
mer held the Manor of West Langton 
of the Abbot of Peterborough, it being 
part of a grant of a considerable tract 
of land made to the abbey by Earl 
Ranulph about the period of Edward the 
Confessor. The barony of Newton, 
otherwise called u the fee of Maker- 
field," acquired by John de Langton, by 
his marriage already referred to, was 
before the Conquest, and for some time 
afterwards a distinct hundred in that 
part of " Cestrescire" lying between the 



Ribble and the Mersey. Subsequently 
it merged, with the contiguous hundred 
of Warrington, into that of West Derby, 
and became a portion of the county of 
Lancaster. Robert Banastre came into 
England at the Conquest, and held 
many lands, amongst the rest Presta- 
tyn in that part of North Wales called 
Englefield; but the tower which he 
built there was destroyed when Owen 
Gwynedd, in 1167, recovered that coun- 
try from the English ; and Robert Ba- 
nastre at that time brought all his 
people into Lancashire. We find Robert, 
called the son, but prdbably the grand- 
son of Robert Banastre, holding the 
fee of Makerfield in the time of Henry 
II. ; and Henry de Lacie, who flourished 
in the reigns of Stephen and Henry II., 
granted to him " Walatum," and other 
lands, to be held by knight's service. 
Camden informs us that the Latin form 
of the name Banastre, was Balneator, 
which led to the inference that it might 
be a title of office connected with the 
ceremony of the bath used in conferring 
knighthood; but the Glossary of Du- 
cange gives "Banaste," "Banastre," 
and " Benate" as words used in various 
parts of France, answering to the me- 
diaeval Latin "Banasta," "Banastum," 
or provincially u Banasto," and having 
the meaning of a basket or creel, such as 
may be carried on the back, or slung 
in pairs, as dossers (panniers), across 
a pack-saddle; and Mr. Langton ob- 
serves : — " Whichever of these deriva- 
tions of the name be preferred — whether 
it designated a drawer of water, or a 
bearer of burdens, or were a mere nick- 
name — no very elevated origin can be 
inferred for this family of feudal nobles, 
whose patriarch appears on the Roll of 
Battle Abbey, and one of whose scions 
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lishman of the name, Stephen Langton, Archbishop of Canterbury 
and Cardinal of St. Chrysogonus, whose memory is inseparably 
associated with the great charter of English liberty wrung by the 
barons from King John at Runny mede, is claimed by all the principal 
houses referred to as belonging to their respective lines ; but I believe 
it is not possible to decide accurately between tjie various dispu- 
tants. I am not aware, either, that proof can be afforded as to 
which particular family John Langton, the distinguished Carmelite 
friar who made a figure at the Council of Basil, and wrote a Chro- 
nicle of England, should be assigned ; but Walter de Langton, 



ranks amongst the founders of the order 
of the Garter." Be this as it may, 
either of the interpretations accounts 
for the device on the early seals of the 
Banastres of Newton and Walton, and 
which is found in the arms of the Banas- 
tres of Darwen, blazoned as two dossers 
joinant in f esse ; and in another ancient 
coat of the name as water bougets. The 
seal of Warrin Banastre, appended to a 
deed of the reign of King John, rudely 
represents either two water bags sus- 
pended in a netting, or a pair of panniers 
of wicker work ; and on a later seal, 
that of Robert Banastre, of Newton, the 
device more clearly gives two water 
bougets or wicker baskets, joined by a 
strap. But after this, come in the three 
chevrons. Another seal of Robert Ba- 
nastre — there were two of the name, and 
the first seal probably belonged to the 
father, and the latter to the son ; but 
there being no dates to the documents 
to which they are attached, it is not 
possible to speak decisively — gives the 
device of a shield charged with the 
chevrons, but having a water bouget or 
basket on either side (figure 2 on Plate) ; 
whilst a third seal of Robert Banastre 
exhibits the shield with the three chev- 
rons only. Mr. Langton sees reason to 
consider that the latter device was 
adopted from the family of Orreby, 
Philip de Orreby, Justice of Chester, 
having in 1219 obtained the wardship 
and marriage of Robert Banastre the 
elder — who was an infant at his father's 
death — and no doubt matching his own 
daughter with him; and Robert, the 
younger, the son of this marriage, being 
the first of his name who can be proved 
to have used the three chevrons. Alice, 
who married John de Langton, was the 
granddaughter and heiress of Robert 
Banastre, the last baron of his name ; 
and the three chevrons borne by her 
family were assumed by their posterity, 



but with a change of tinctures. With 
Banastre these were gules, three chevrons 
argent ; but the colours were counter- 
changed by the Langtons, such an ar- 
rangement being not unusual " for dif- 
ference." It would also appear that the 
immediate descendants of John and 
Alice retained a trace of their old pa- 
ternal coat, having added a hordure vair 
to the shield charged with the three 
chevrons derived from Banastre. So 
much is obvious from the seal of Robert, 
son of John and Alice Langton, to docu- 
ments of the year 1335 (figure 3 on 
Plate). It cannot be ascertained exactly 
when the use of the bordure was aban- 
doned. The House of Langton of Low 
was founded by Robert de Langton, the 
son and successor of John and Alice, 
who endowed his second son, Robert, 
with the ancient patrimonial property 
in Leicestershire, as well as with the 
manor of "Hindlegh," near Wigan, 
within the fee of Makerfield ; the man- 
sion of Low in Hindley being the 
manor house of his descendants. At an 
early period the Low branch used as 
their crest an eagle displayed, with two 
heads, and some of them quartered on 
their escutcheon the eagle displayed vert, 
with the three chevrons gules. In the 
forty-second year of Edward III. (1368), 
John de Langton — who in a deed sealed 
with a shield bearing only the eagle dis- 
played with two heads (figure 4 on 
Plate), describes himself as "son of 
Robert de Langtone Knight of Hynd- 
legh 1 ' — made a grant of premises which 
he had by the gift of Robert, his father, 
and William de Orel, and which had be- 
longed to William de Orel, in the terri- 
tory of Newton. This deed, and others 
antecedent to it, have led to the conclu- 
sion that there had been a matrimonial 
alliance between the families of Lang- 
ton and Orel, through which this coat 
was introduced into the armorial bear- 
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Bishop of Lichfield and Lord Treasurer in the reign of Edward II., 
was undoubtedly of the Leicestershire stock, as he was possessed of 
considerable landed property at Langton in that county, which was 
inherited from him by his sister's son, Edmond Peverel ; and John 
de Langton, Bishop of Chichester, and Lord Chancellor 1 to Kings 
Edward I. and Edward IL, was unquestionably a near kinsman of 
his namesake, John de Langton, who settled in Lancashire before 
the year 1296, and must have been the progenitor of the Langtons 
of Kilkenny, a charter of the former king using the word f rater in 
describing the relationship. 



ings of the Langtons ; and this inference 
finds support in the circumstance of 
there having been formerly in the win- 
dow of Wigan Church a coat of arms, 
argent three chevrons gules, impaling ar- 
gent an eagle displayed with two heads vert, 
beaked and legged or ; while the seal of 
William, son of Richard de Orel, in the 
first year of Edward I. (figure 5 on 
Plate), is known to have been a double- 
headed eagle. Edward Langton, the 
last of the line of Low, in 1731 sealed 
his will with a signet bearing a shield 
charged only with the two-headed eagle 
(figure 6 on Plate). The crest sanc- 
tioned for Thomas Langton, Baron of 
Newton, at the visitation of Lanca- 
shire, A. D. 1533, was, on a wreath or 
and gules, a maidens head couped be- 
low the shoulders, proper, vested gules, 
and wearing a necklace with a pendant 
cross ; the hair or; head tire sable. An 
old carving of the arms of Langton ex- 
isting on the mantlepiece at Samles- 
bury Hall, shows this crest with the 
head couped above the shoulders, and not 
vested or wearing the chain and cross, 
but having a curious head tire (figure 7 
on Plate). I cannot find any crest as 
used by the earlier members of the Lang- 
ton family of Kilkenny ; there is none 
on the tablet bearing the escutcheon 
of Nicholas fitz Richard, carved for the 
ornamentation of the house which he 
built opposite the market cross in 1609; 
whilst the seal of his grandson, by his 
second marriage, Nicholas fitz Michael, 
attached in 1673 to a bond to Thomas 
Wilson, of Dublin, for £60, in which he 
joined Edmund Tobin, of Kilkenny — a 
document in the possession of the Rev. 
James Graves — only has the device of 
a shield charged with the three chev- 
rons, without .any crest ; and the same 
device simply appears on the obverse 
of the penny token struck about the same 



time in Kilkenny, by John Langton, 
merchant, a grandson of Nicholas fitz 
Richard, by his first marriage (figure 8 
on Plate). The reverse of the token 
only bears a figure indicating its nomi- 
nal value (figure 9 on Plate). But from 
the time of the grandson of the second 
Nicholas Langton, the family have, un- 
der the warrant of John Winstanley, 
Ulster King of Arms, granted in 1765, 
used for a crest, a human heart gules, 
between two wings erect argent, with the 
motto, " All for Religion," subsequently 
changed by the head of the family for 
the allusive one of "Sursum Corda." 
This crest is engraved on a tomb erected 
to the members of the family of Silves- 
ter Langton, at the end of the last 
century, in the church of St. John, Kil- 
kenny. The only crest in any way re- 
sembling this which appears to have 
ever been in use amongst the Langtons 
in England is one which, Mr. William 
Langton informs me, is given in a MS., 
bound up with the "Visitation of Lanca- 
shire, 1533," in Cod. 2076, Harl. MSS., 
said to have been copied from one of the 
time of Edward IV. It gives a female 
bust proper, with head tire or, between 
two wings erect argent. The Society is 
indebted to Mr. William Langton for li- 
berally giving the use of the engraved 
blocks of the seals of members of the 
families of Langton, Banastre, and Orel, 
and of the carving at Samlesbury Hall, 
which illustrate this note. 

1 Lord Campbell erroneously assigns 
the Chancellor to the Lincolnshire Lang- 
ton family. He undoubtedly sprang 
from the Langtons of Leicestershire, 
his kinsman, John, who settled in Lan- 
cashire, having been the son of Robert 
de Langton of West Langton in the 
county of Leicester, as is proved by 
fines which he and his son levied in re- 
ference to that property. 
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There is on record in the office of Ulster King of Arms, Dub- 
lin Castle, a pedigree of the Langtons of Kilkenny, which, if one 
were satisfied as to its perfect authenticity, would leave nothing for 
speculation as to the origin of the family, as it deduces them in 
regular succession from a Sir John Langton of Langton in York- 
shire—there stated to have been the nephew of the famous Cardinal 
Stephen 1 — in the beginning of the thirteenth century, to Nicholas 
fitz Michael Langton, who emigrated from Kilkenny to Spain in 
the beginning of the last century. This pedigree, however, I am 
assured by Mr. William Langton of Manchester, who has carefully 
examined it, is decidedly incorrect in the early descents at least, the 
three first of which given are of the Langtons of Yorkshire, in no 
way connected with the Lancashire family, from whom the Kilkenny 
Langtons always claimed, and apparently with the fullest propriety, 
to be derived. 2 Giving up, therefore, all the English genealogy as 
fable, which the details in the notes to this paper compel me to do, I 



1 As I have already stated, there can 
be found no sufficient warrant for this 
appropriation. Archbishop Parker at- 
tributed the Cardinal to the Leicester- 
shire family of Langtons ; and he is also 
laid claim to most determinedly by the 
Langtons of Lincolnshire as being of 
that stock ; but, although there is much 
assertion and speculation on the subject, 
there is no documentary evidence en- 
abling us to adjudge between the con- 
flicting claims with any degree of cer- 
tainty. If heraldic evidence existed, the 
disputed point might perhaps be settled ; 
but it was not usual at that early period 
for bishops to impale their paternal en- 
signs with the arms of the see which 
they filled, and on Stephen Langton's 
tomb in Canterbury Cathedral no armo- 
rial bearings are sculptured. 

2 The circumstances under which the 
pedigree in the office of Ulster King of 
Arms was made out were such as would 
account for errors occurring from hasty 
inquiries, and insufficient investigation 
of the early family history. Nicholas fitz 
Michael Langton,having emigrated from 
Kilkenny to Spain, and settled in trade 
in Cadiz, found that official evidence of 
his descent from an ancient and honora- 
ble ancestry would entitle him to pri- 
vileges amongst the Spaniards, to which 
those of a class who could not make 
clear the fact of their possessing gen- 
tle blood were not admitted in that 
country. It was customary with the 
cadets of Scottish houses going into 
foreign military service to take with 



them such certificates, to enable them to 
acquire estates in countries where the 
tenure of land was limited to those of 
noble descent, or to qualify them to take 
rank in services where such distinction 
was considered essential. The Irishmen 
serving in the French and Austrian ser- 
vices seem to have followed this exam- 
ple, and in like manner those trading in 
Spain found the advantage of official 
testimony to the respectability of their 
family and antiquity of their descent. 
Langton having written to his relatives 
in Ireland — his father was dead at the 
time, but his mother and uncle were re- 
siding in Kilkenny — to have his pedigree 
made out without delay, and authenti- 
cated at the Office of Arms in Dublin, 
the document which now is there en- 
rolled seems to have been drawn up for 
him hurriedly in 1765, and a copy trans- 
mitted to Spain, where it was, the same 
year, officially inspected and confirmed 
by the heraldic authorities in that coun- 
try, as fully appears by the certificate of 
the fact, remaining in the possession of 
his present representative, Captain H. 
M. F. Langton. But in the earlier por- 
tion of the document the names and 
descents of different branches of the 
families of Langton in England were 
brought together, so as to make a jum- 
ble of possible and impossible things ; 
"but yet," as Mr. William Langton 
avers, " with some foundation of truth 
even in some of the most palpable errors : 
for instance, the tradition of the as- 
sumption of a maternal in lieu of the 
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consider that we may safely assume the Irish portion of the pedigree 
to be authentic ; and on that authority we have John, the third son 
of Richard Langton, Esq., fitz John, of Low, in Lancashire, 1 com- 
ing into this country in the year 1486, a political fugitive from the 
punishment likely to be inflicted by the Crown on those who sup- 
ported the pretensions of Simnel or Warbeck to the throne of Eng- 
land. Having settled in Kilkenny, he there married, in the year 
1491, Lettice, daughter of Jenkin Rothe, of Callan, a member of 
the opulent and respectable mercantile family of Rothe, of Kil- 
kenny ; and had issue three sons and a daughter, viz., Richard, Ed- 
ward, George, and Lettice. From the eldest son, Richard, the 
curious family record which it is intended here to print as the most 
important of the existing memorials of the Langtons of Kilkenny, 



paternal coat of arms is preserved, al- 
though the disused coat is wrongly de- 
scribed, and the ensigns of the adopted 
one misstated." The certificate from the 
Herald's College in Spain, in confirma- 
tion or acceptance of the Dublin pedi- 
gree — a voluminous document, forming 
a book of considerable size— sets out at 
length the testimonials which accom- 
panied it from noblemen and men of offi- 
cial standing in Kilkenny at the time. 
The attestation of the respectability of 
the Langtons of Kilkenny was signed 
by the Earl of Carrick, the Viscount 
Mouiitgarrett, the Viscount Wandes- 
forde, Walter Butler, Esq., of Kilkenny 
Castle, the then representative of the 
noble House of Ormonde ; Sir William 
Evans Morris, Bart., of Kilcreene ; 
the Members of Parliament for Kil- 
kenny, Sir John Blunden, Bart., and 
Haydock Evans Morris, Esq. ; Dr. Tho- 
mas Hewitson, Principal of Kilkenny 
College ; John Waters, Mayor of the 
city; Eland Mossom, Recorder (styled 
in the Spanish document " Archivista 
de dicta ciudad"); several members of 
the corporation, including John Blunt, 
Thomas Butler, William Colles, Robert 
Hamerton, Anthony Blunt, George Car- 
penter, Thomas Wilkinson, &c. The 
citizens, not members of the corpora-- 
tion, who joined in the testimony given 
were — William Knaresborogh, Thomas 
Laffan, Philip Murrai, John Sinnot, 
James Comerford, James Brian, Nicho- 
las Shee, John Rian, and Peter Cor- 
mick. There were also nine Roman 
Catholic clergymen, as follows: — Dr. 
Dionisius Delany, styled Vicar-General 
of Ossory, Prothonotary Apostolic, Ca- 
non of the Cathedral of St. Canice, and 
Parish Priest of St. John's Parish ; 



Patrick Murphy, P. P., St. Canice's 
Parish; Patrick Molloy, "Perpetual 
Vicar" of St. Mary's ; Peter Brea, R.C.C., 
St. Mary's; Robert Brennan, P. P., 
St. Patricks ; Br. Andrew Ring, Guar- 
dian of the Convent of Minors of St. 
Francis ; Br. Martin St. John, of the 
Capuchins; Nicholas Archer; and Ed- 
mond Smithwick, Presbyter of Kil- 
kenny. The genuineness of the various 
signatures was vouched for by the cer- 
tificate, under his official seal, of Wil- 
liam Wheeler, Notary Public, of Kil- 
kenny ; and the accompanying pedigree 
was certified as correct under the hand 
and seal of John Winstanley, Esq., 
Ulster King of Arms, and principal 
Herald of Ireland. A commission, no- 
minated by the Spanish authorities, sat 
at Cadiz, to receive and consider the 
proofs ; and they not only examined the 
British consul as to the genuineness of 
the documents and authenticity of the 
seals, but took vivd voce evidence as to 
the respectability and repute of the an- 
cient descent of the Langtons of Kil- 
kenny, from various witnesses produced, 
some of them Irish officers in the service 
of Spain, then quartered in the garrison 
of Cadiz ; others, Irish merchants either 
permanently settled in trade in that 
town, or having casually visited it in 
the carrying on of their business. The 
investigation was conducted, appa- 
rently, with the utmost strictness and 
formality ; and the commissioners, at its 
termination, sent off a favourable re- 
port, to be adopted by the authorities at 
Granada. 

1 An Inquisition taken 17th May, 
1595, 37th Elizabeth, on the death of 
Robert Langton of Low, recites a de- 
scent from Robert de Langeton and 
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clearly deduces the head branch of the family, which subsequently 
settled in Cadiz, in Spain, and more recently in the city of Bath, in 
England. But, whilst thus accepting the Irish portion of the pedi- 
gree on record in the Office of Arms, Dublin, as in the main correct, 
I must confess a difficulty presents itself in the outset, which can 
only be obviated by arriving at one of two conclusions, between 
which we have a choice. Either the arrival of John fitz Richard 
Langton from Lancashire in Kilkenny, and his marriage there, 
must have by mistake been dated at too recent a period, or else 
there must have been another and quite distinct family of Lang- 
tons settled in that city previously, and continuing to dwell there 
contemporaneously with the Irish branch from the English House 
of Low, for some time at least. The " Liber Primus Kilkennise" 
more than once notices a Richard Langton or Langtown — for the 
name is given in both these forms — amongst the inhabitants in the 



Margaret his wife, who levied a fine in 
the 9th year of Edward III., — the fine 
under which the settlement of Hindley 
and the Leicestershire property was 
made upon his second son by Robert, 
second Baron of Newton of the line of 
Langton. The order of succession, 
however, in the earlier generations, 
is very imperfectly given in the In- 
quisition. Robert, the second son of 
Robert and Margaret, is omitted, and 
his son John is treated as the son of 
Robert and Margaret. John is said 
to have had a son Gilbert ; but, accord- 
ing to Kuerden, John died s. p. in ] 394, 
and was succeeded by his brother Gil- 
bert. This Gilbert is confounded in the 
Inquisition with the great grandfather 
of Robert, who bore the same name, and 
who lived about a hundred years later. 
It is evident, therefore, that three or 
four generations at least have been 
omitted between the two Gilberts. 
Kuerden's memoranda (almost illegible), 
name a Robert in the time of Henry IV. 
as succeeding to Gilbert; then a John, 
in the time of Henry V., at which period 
there is mention of a younger brother, 
William ; one John is said to have died 
without issue, and to have been suc- 
ceeded by his brother Gilbert's son 
Peter ; but no dates are given. In one 
of the Harleian MSS. there is an ac- 
count of the lands held by John Lang- 
ton of Low, 22nd year of Henry VI., 
1443-4, but without naming his heir. 
It is not possible, therefore, to find the 
exact point at which the ancestor of 
the Kilkenny Langtons branched off; 
but that Richard, the father of John, 



their founder, was a member of the 
Low family there can be no doubt, as 
the grandson of the latter, Alderman 
Nicholas Langton, sets it out promi- 
nently in the opening of the genealogi- 
cal manuscript which I am about to 
introduce to the notice of the Society. 
If he were disposed towards fiction in 
the matter, for the purpose of giving 
importance to his family, no doubt he 
would have claimed descent, not from 
the junior branch of Low, but directly 
from the Baron of Newton, head of the 
Lancashire family, or from the chief of 
the Yorkshire House, also a family of dis- 
tinction. The Inquisition above quoted, 
although itself inaccurate, as has been 
shown, clearly demonstrates the incor- 
rectness, not merely of the three first 
descents of the pedigree of the Dublin 
Office of Arms, made out for the Lang- 
tons of Kilkenny, but even of its state- 
ments generally. The Langtons of Low 
continued resident proprietors there un- 
til the year 1733, when Edward, the last 
Squire Langton of Low, died, leaving his 
estates to a nephew, named Pugh. Low 
Hall, with the hamlet of Low Green, 
within the Parish of Wigan, is situate 
in the township of Hindley. The pre- 
sent structure is not ancient; but it 
stands surrounded by the original moat 
of the old manor house. The Langtons 
of Low held their manor of Hindley by 
the annual rent of three pepper corns, in 
free soccage, of the head of the family, 
the Baron of Newton, as lord of the fee 
of Makerfield, whereof Hindley was a 
member ; but that property also is no 
longer connected with the name of Lane- 
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reign of King Henry VI. In the year 1449 he is thus specially set 
down in the town rent-roll as holding from the corporation a house 
known as Ketlery's, or more properly Kyteler's Hall : — 

" Ricardus Langtown pro Ketlery's Hall, iiis." 

and he must either have died, or his tenancy have otherwise ceased 
within a couple of years following, as in another rental, set out soon 
after in the book referred to, the same premises are stated to be 
held by Nicholas Whyte, at the advanced rent of iiis. iiiid. In 
1460, too, we have a Rev. Thomas Langton a member of the 
vicars choral of the Cathedral of St. Canice. 1 The presence of 
both these Langtons in Kilkenny precedes the period given in the 
pedigree for the arrival of Richard Langton fitz- John from Eng- 



ton. The manors of Newton and Wal- 
ton-le-dale had continued in the family 
by unbroken succession for above 300 
years, when Thomas Langton, the last 
baron, alienated to the Hoghtons of 
Hoghton Tower the lordship of Wal- 
ton-le-dale, to make his peace, it is said, 
with that family, Mr. Hoghton having 
been slain in a feud which occurred in 
the 32nd year of Queen Elizabeth. He 
was a Knight of the Bath at the coro- 
nation of James I. ; and at his death, 
without issue, 20th February, 1604-5, 
the barony of Newton went through an 
heir female — his aunt — to the family of 
Fleetwood, in virtue of a settlement 
made by his grandfather, Sir Thomas 
Langton, Knight, on the issue of his 
first marriage with a daughter of Sir 
Edward Stanley Lord Mounteagle, the 
hero of Flodden Field, to the exclusion 
of his issue by his second wife, Anne, 
daughter of Thomas Talbot. The York- 
shire Langton stock ended in an heir fe- 
male, by whom the property was carried 
to the Danbys. There is quite sufficient 
evidence that the Sir John Langton of 
the Yorkshire family, who is given in the 
Dublin pedigree as intermarrying with 
the Nevilles, could not have been a 
nephew of, or have lived contempora- 
neously with, Cardinal Langton. In 
Whitaker's additions to Thoresby's 
** Ducatus Leodiensis" we find the fol- 
lowing details and dates, which correct 
Thoresby's rambling pedigree. It ap- 
pears that Sir Robert Neville of Hornby 
had a son and two daughters. The 
son, Thomas Neville, left a daughter, 
Margaret, who became the wife of Tho- 
mas Duke of Exeter, who died s. p. 1426. 



The eldest daughter of Sir Robert Ne- 
ville, Margaret, married Sir William 
Harrington, Knight: and the youngest 
daughter, Joan, having married John 
Langton of Farnley and Langton in 
Yorkshire, had a son, Sir John Langton, 
who, with his uncle, Sir William Har- 
rington, were found to be coheirs of 
Margaret Duchess of Exeter, 3rd April, 
11 Henry VI. Thus in 1433 we have 
living a son of the intermarriage be- 
tween the Langtons of Yorkshire and 
the Nevilles, which the compiler of the 
Dublin pedigree would have us believe 
took place very early in the thirteenth 
century. Agnes, the daughter and heir 
of the last Sir John Langton, married, 
before the 22nd December, 1466, Sir John 
Danby, who left her a widow in 1496. 
She died 26th March, 1514. A com- 
parison of these dates with those given in 
the earlier descents in the Dublin pedi- 
gree, as printed opposite page 84, will 
at once prove to the reader how un- 
reliable is that portion of the latter do- 
cument. 

1 In 1598 a Rev. James Langton also 
was one of the vicars choral of St. Ca- 
nice, and vicar of M'Coylie, or Muc- 
kalee, diocese of Ossory (MS. T.C. D., 
marked E. 3-14, quoted in Cotton's 
" Fasti," vol. v. , p. 1 7 1 ). I cannot connect 
this clergyman, either, with the Kilkenny 
branch of the Langtons of Low ; but it 
is possible he might be a son of Edward 
or George, the two younger sons of 
John fitz Richard of Low and Lettice 
Rothe, concerning whose wives or pos- 
terity, if they had any, we have no infor- 
mation either from public records or 
private family documents* 
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land. 1 And then we find, immediately after his advent, or at least 
his marriage, Thomas Langton serving as one of the portreves of 
Kilkenny, in 1507, and advanced to the office of sovereign, or 
chief magistrate of the town, in 1511 ; whilst again, in 1535, before 
the children* of Richard fitz-John were likely to have had offspring 
of sufficient age to hold public situations, a James Langton was 
elected portreve. Nor are we without a monumental memento of 
the settlement in Kilkenny of a Langton family, distinct from the 
Irish branch of the House of Low, founded there at the end of the 
fifteenth century. In the ruins of the choir of St. John's Abbey is 
a monument which I had always conceived, till making a more 
careful scrutiny for the purpose of this paper, to be " The Great 
Tombe" of the latter family, often referred to in the documents 
which they have left as having been erected in the same abbey 
choir. The Christian names, and the periods at which the Langtons 
recorded in the inscription on the monument lived, would also cor- 
respond pretty accurately with the documents referred to ; but the 
marriages which are shown by that inscription to have taken place 
prove the persons referred to in either to be altogether different. 
The inscription is of two periods, showing that the stone on which 
it was cut originally was used as his monument by a burgess of 
Kilkenny who lived in the middle of the fourteenth century ; whilst 
just two centuries later than that person's decease the Langtons ap- 
propriated the tomb, but preserving the more ancient inscription in 
such a way as would seem to indicate a connexion by descent in the 
female line from its original proprietor. 2 The various inscriptions 

1 Amongst the nobles and men of im- in the county of Cork, but from what 
portance summoned to attend the re- stock they spring I am not aware. In 
markable Parliament held in Kilkenny, the county of Kilkenny, since the death 
on the 3rd of February, 1309, by the Earl of Michael Langton, Esq,, of Danville, 
of Ulster and John Wogan, Justiciary of there has been no one of the name of the 
Ireland, the name of John de Langeton class of gentry, nor in the city any re- 
occurs (Rot. Pat. 3 Edw. II., m. 45). I spectable trader; but there are a few 
am, however, disposed to consider that farmers, and several of the labouring 
this personage was summoned from a population, bearing the name of Lang- 
distance, and was not connected with ton, in the county, and particularly in the 
Kilkenny otherwise than as attending barony of Gowran. 

this Parliament. He was probably the 2 This was an arrangement of ordinary 

John de Langton often subsequently re- occurrence at the period, as the monu- 

ferred to in the Close and Patent Rolls mental inscriptions in the cathedral of 

of the period, as constable of the castle St. Canice testify fully in the instance 

of Limerick, an appointment which he of the families of Cottrell and Lawless, 

received in 1313, as appears by Rot. and several others. It is, however, by 

Mem. 7 Ed. II., m. 43, in which he is no means improbable that the John de 

termed " civis Limerieensis." He pro- Covintre of the more early inscription 

bably left posterity in that locality ; for on the tomb in St. John's Abbey may 

James Langton, Esq., of Bruree, served have been a Langton who came from 

the office of high sheriff for the county Coventry to Kilkenny, and there settled, 

of Limerick in 1786. There is, I under- There are numerous instances in the 

stand, a respectable family bearing the local civic records of settlers being called 

name of Langton seated near Charleville, from the name of the town from which 
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run thus,— the first being in incised Lombardic letters, the others in 
raised old English characters : — 

" Hie • jacet j Johannes • d[e] Couintre 4* efc : Isabella , : uxor : 
ejvs I quorum \ animabvs • propitiet[vr] j devs j am \ pater \ et : 
ave | maria • • 

"Hie . jacet . Johes . Langton . quondam . ville . Kilkenie . bur- 
gensis . et . Belena . Archer . uxor . ejus . q* . paritur (sic) . obierunt . v . 
die. Maii 1571. 

" Et . Ricardus . Langton . filius . dicti . Johaiiis . qod' . burgens'. 
opidi p'dicti q ! . obiit xvni die Maii 15... 8 . Et . Anastatia . Phelen . 
uxor . ej s . q 1 . obiit . [ ] 

44 Et . hie . jacet . Edwardus . Langton . filius . dicti . Johis . qod . 
burges . et . superior . Kilkenie . p'dicte . q. obiit . [ ] 

The John Langton here first recorded was sovereign, or chief 
magistrate of Kilkenny, in 1549, and again filled the same office in 
1557; and his son Edward's sovereignty occurred in 1598. It is 
a curious circumstance that John fitz Kichard, of the House of Low, 
is also stated to have had a Richard and an Edward 1 amongst his 



they came, as Roger de Bristoll, Robert 
de Edessor (Exeter), Edward de Callan, 
Richard de Abinton, Thomas de Ely, 
&c. Sometimes the family name is given 
as an alias, thus Thomas de Mounister 
(Munster), alias English; and sometimes 
the family name is given first, and the 
name of the birthplace following, as 
John White de Ely. I do not, however, 
find an alias given for John de Covintre 
either in the state or municipal records, 
in both of which he is occasionally re- 
ferred to at the period in which he lived. 
He seems to have been a respectable 
trader of the town, and a money-lender. 
In 1309 John de Ballygauran (Gowran) 
acknowledged himself indebted to John 
de Coventre, in the sum of nine shillings 
(Rot. Pat., 3 Ed. II., m. 13) ; and Walter 
Jordan and twelve others — amongst 
whom was Walter Clyne, no doubt a 
member of the family of the celebrated 
annalist John Clyn, then a Franciscan 
friar in Kilkenny — acknowledged them- 
selves bound by bond to John de Coven- 
tre, in asum of twenty shillings (Id., Rot., 
m. 36). He was alive in 1351, — as that 
year, under the date 11th of April, he 
is one of a number of burgesses of the 
town set out in the " Liber Primus Kil- 
kenniae," as having assembled in St. 
Mary's church there to receive the sub- 
mission of Philip Veng, alias Coran, a 
refractory burgess, who had been dis- 
franchised for a breach of the town pri- 
vileges, but was then restored to his 



municipal status, on making a solemn 
declaration of his determination never to 
transgress again, and paying a fine of 
100s. as reparation for his offence. The 
tomb of de Coventre and the Langtons 
in St. John's Abbey is an altar monument, 
partially inserted in a niche in the north 
wall of the choir. The lower portion is 
entirely covered with earth, so that only 
the upper slab, bearing the inscriptions, 
is apparent. I had recently an oppor- 
tunity, however, of examining the front 
supporting stone, on the occasion of the 
digging of a grave close to it, aDd found 
it to be ornamented with carvings in re- 
lief, representing the emblems of the 
Passion, and of a date obviously not 
contemporary with John de Covintre, 
but belonging to the period when the 
later inscriptions were cut. The centre 
of the table slab also is ornamented with 
an interlaced cross, in relief, of a cha- 
racter contemporary with the Langton 
inscriptions ; but there are two small 
incised crosses, which seem to have be- 
longed to the original ornamentation of 
the tomb for de Covintre, the rest of 
which was chisseled away to make room 
for the device that found favour with the 
more modern appropriators of the tomb. 
There are no armori.il bearings sculp- 
tured on the monument, whereby a clue 
might be afforded as to the original stock 
of the Langtons buried beneath. 

1 A Richard and an Edward Langton 
appear to have been tenants to the cor- 



1 



children ; but this latter John was married to Lettice Roth, and his 
son Richard to a daughter of Blanchville of Blanch villestown/ so 
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that clearly we have here two distinct families, who seem to have 
been partial to the same Christian names, and had their places of 



poration for several holdings in the town 
of Kilkenny, at the end of the sixteenth 
and beginning of the seventeenth cen- 
turies, but we have no means of distin- 
guishing as to which of the families they 
belong. Edward appears to have been 
dead before 1628; and in the corporation 



rent roll of that year his "assigns" 
are always named as the tenants of those 
holdings. " George Langton's assigns" 
are also more than once set down in that 
year. This may have been the George 
who was a younger son of John fitz 
Richard and Lettice Rothe. It is very 
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sepulture in the same religious institution. May we not feel war- 
ranted in assuming, from these circumstances, that there was a rela- 
tionship or connexion between the two families ? And perhaps we 
may, on this slight foundation, be permitted to indulge in the spe- 
culation that, when John fitz Richard Langton, of the House of 
Low, became a fugitive from his native country to Ireland, he fixed 
on Kilkenny as a place of residence, from the inducement of having 
kinsfolk settled there from an earlier period. 

Nicholas, the son of Richard, and grandson of John Langton, of 
the House of Low, was the first of that line who appears to have 
made a conspicuous figure in the municipality of Kilkenny. He 
seems to have been a man of means and ability ; and on being elected 
a member of the corporation of the town, took a leading position in 
the council, filling the office of sovereign in 1606. Kilkenny was 
then simply a borough town, sending its two representatives to Parlia- 
ment, but locally governed by a corporate body, constituted by twelve 
chief and twelve lesser burgesses, known as " the upper twelve," 
and " the second twelve," who annually elected from amongst 
themselves a sovereign, as chief magistrate, and two portreves, 
whose duties seem to have been very much those of the more modern 
civic sheriffs. They however became ambitious of a larger state 
and extended franchises, at the beginning of the reign of King 
James I. ; and that monarch, having made the granting of such 
honours and privileges a source of revenue, gave every encourage- 
ment to those who were willing to pay for the favours that they 
sought. In the year 1608 the corporation of Kilkenny, having 
supplicated His Majesty for a new charter, and paid the price of it, 
received that gracious concession. The charter bears date the 
16th of October, 6 James I. ; and, in consideration of the inhabi- 
tants of Kilkenny having been " an ancient colony from England," 
who rendered many services to the Crown, " as well in retaining 
the English laws, language, and customs, when the whole princi- 
pality surrounding them had entirely lapsed into Irish barbarism, 
as in manfully repelling and prosecuting the rebels and enemies of 
His Majesty's royal predecessors," all previous charters, liberties, and 
privileges, were graciously confirmed ; in addition to which their 
liberty was to include the adjoining borough of Irishtown, and the 
parishes of St. Canice, St. John, St. Mary, and St. Patrick, to be 
designated by the name of " The Town and Free Borough of Kil- 

curious that the two Richards would ap- the inscription, on the 18th May also, 

pear to have died on the same day of but one figure of the year is obliterated 

the same month. Alderman Nicholas from persons constantly walking or 

Langton records that his father, Rich- standing on the tomb, the slab of which 

ard, the son of John,of the house of Low, is level with the surrounding ground; 

" deceased the 18th May, 1566." The however, whilst the first two figures are 

Richard Langton of the monument in 15, the last is clearly 8, so that the year 

St. John's Abbey died, as appears by could not be the same. 



kenny," governed by a corporate body consisting of a sovereign, 
free burgesses, and commonalty, with a common council composed 
of fourteen capital burgesses, and a recorder, which latter official, 
with the sovereign, and two senior capital burgesses, should be 
justices of the peace within the town and liberty ; together with 
other privileges. However, the municipal magnates of the day 
appear not to have been satisfied with this royal concession, and 
aspired to a little more of civic state and dignity than they were 
entitled to assume under the new charter ; and they seem imme- 
diately to have set about suing for an extension of His Majesty's 
favours, sending Nicholas Langton to London, to negotiate the 
matter. Langton succeeded to the fullest extent of their wishes, 
and the following year brought back with him the extended 
charter which they desired — that of the 7 th James I., since known as 
" The Great Charter of Kilkenny" — elevating the town and liberty 
to the dignity of a city, to be governed by a mayor, aldermen, and 
common council, with recorder, sheriffs, sword and mace bearers, 
mayor of the staple, society of merchant staple, or merchants' guild, 
and various other guilds, pie-poudre court, fairs, markets, and various 
other rights and immunities. This charter named Nicholas Langton 
himself as one of the eighteen first aldermen ; and both Nicholas 
and his eldest son, James Langton, were also nominated in the do- 
cument, as amongst the first thirty-seven members of the society of 
merchant staple. On the 29th of September, 1613, the father was 
elevated to the dignity of the mayoralty ; and the son was elected 
sheriff in 1612, and coroner in 1616. However, even before his ad- 
vancement to the office of mayor of the city, a still more important 
distinction was conferred on the former, as, earlier in the same year, 
16th April, 1613, Nicholas Langton, Alderman, was elected in 
conjunction with Patrick Archer, Esq., to represent the city of Kil- 
kenny in the Parliament called by the government to sit in Dublin, 
for the regulation of the affairs of the nation, — the first Parliament 
held in Ireland for twenty-seven years, and which commenced with 
a very serious difference between the Protestant and Roman Ca- 
tholic members as to the choice of a Speaker. Nicholas Langton 
considerably added to and improved whatever property the family 
had acquired in Kilkenny, building both a town and a country man- 
sion, the former of which continues to be the property of his de- 
scendants to the present day. It was situated near the Tholsel, and 
at the east side of the High-street, opposite the Market-cross. The 
site was part of the " Freren Land," or local abbey property, vested 
in the corporation, by a grant from Henry VIIL, at the suppres- 
sion of monastic institutions. It consisted of what is called in the cor- 
poration records, " three parcels of a waste rome" [room], adjoining 
the house in which he had previously resided ; and he obtained a fee 
farm lease of the premises from the municipal body, originally with 

K 
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the intention of erecting on the ground a public shambles and corn 
market ; binding himself at the time to leave open through it a 
public passage communicating between High-street and King- street, 
then known as Low-lane, a passage which exists to the present day, 
under the designation of the "The Butter Slip." 1 The record 
of the agreement for this lease is set out in one of the ancient books 
of the corporation ; and I have transcribed it for insertion here, as 
likely to be deemed, locally, a not uninteresting memorial of the 
Langton family : — 

" FREREN LAND. 

" 46. Nicholas Langton 3 gcells of a waste rome neere the Market Crosse. 

" A fee fearme past by the Sovarigne, Burgesses, and comons of the 
Towne of Kilkenny by Deede indented, bearing Date the xiiij th Day of Ja- 
nuary, 1602, unto Mr. Nicolas Langton of the said Towne Burges, of thre 
gcells of land, ncell of the freren land, being porcon of wast messuages 
or tofts situated betwixt nere the Market Crosse of the said Towne, ex- 
tending in leingth from the high streate of the said Towne unto the streate 
called the Lowe Lane of the same. Of w ch thre <pcells one lieth in leingth 
from the. said high streate in the west xxv foote by the square towards the 
Easte. And in bredth from the said Nicolas his nowe Dwelling house in 
the North, unto the said Nicolas his Lands nowe in the possession of 
Stephen Daniell in the South. An other pcell of the said 3 ncells lieth 
distant from the Easte side or bownds of the said ncell of land nere the 
high streate fyefte foote by the square, and lyeth in leingth from the said 
fyefte foote in the west xxvi foote by the square towards the Easte. And 
in breath betwixt the said Nicolas his lands in the north & south. The 
other pte or pcell of grownde lieth distant from this pcell of grownde last 
marked & meared fortie three foote distant towards the East, and lieth in 
leingth from the said xliij foote in the West unto the said Lowe lane in the 
easte. In bredth it lieth from a part of the said Nicolas is nowe Dwelling 
house in the north, unto the lands of Robert Rothe, Esq™, in the south. 
Saving and allway excepting & reserving unto the said Corporcon & to all 
thenhabitants of the said Towne for ever in the thre ends of the said thre 
gcells of land next adjoyninge to the said Nicolas his nowe Dwelling 
house a good and convenient way and passadge at all tymes aswell for 
themselves as for their horsses, truckquilles, & carts loden or unloden, as 
for all other necessaries in & throwgh the said way or passadge, w ch way 
or passadge shalbe in every place viij foote by the square in bredth, and 
vi foote of lyke square measure in height from the said forestreate nere the 
marked crosse to the lowe lane. 

" To have and to holde the said thre ncells of land except the preex- 
cepted unto the said Nicolas, his heirs & assigns in fee fearme for ever, yeld- 

1 From the document it does not ap- open. It is probable, however, that it 

pear whether the passage known as had existed before the time. The pre- 

" The Butter Slip" was then to be first seDt breadth of the lane, and the height 

formed, or that, having previously ex- of the arches on which portions of the 

isted, Nicholas Langton, in erecting his buildings are thrown over it, correspond 

buildings, was to be bound to leave it exactly with the covenants of the lease. 
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ing & paying yearly for the same unto the said Corporacon, their succes- 
sors & assignes, two shillings sterling curraunt mony of England, at the 
feasts of St. Michell Tharchangle & Easter, by evin porcons, for all manS 
accons services & demaunds. A clause of Distresse auctorising the said 
Sovarign, Burgesses & Comons, &c. to Distraine for the said rent if after 
the space of vi weeks next after any of the said feastes the same or any pt. 
thereof shalbe unpaid. A covenant that the said Nicolas, his heirs or 
assignes, shall at their owne chardge erect & edifye a conveynient Shamles 
for the use and comoditie of the said Corporacon betwene the said fore- 
streate building neare the Crosse w cb shall extend in leingth fyfte foote 
and in breadth six or seaven foote, w th a wall of lyme & stone all alonge 
the South part therof of such convenient height as is requisite for the same, 
and shall build the side next the Inner passadge and buildinge of the 
said Shamles w th sownde oken tember & the pticons thereof w th good oken 
plancks, and shall cause to be made convenient frames apt to receave 
doores & windowes for the said shamles, and, shall make the roffe thereof 
with oken tymber, & cover the same w th latts & sclats sufficiently. And 
shall also cause to be made and sett upp, at his the said Nic., his heirs, 
exors., and assignes, is pper costs and chardges, two good strong gates of 
oken planks, the one of them to be made uppon the part of the said pas- 
sage w ch is next to the M r ket Crosse & the other gate towards the lowe 
lane, where the Sovarigne of the said Towne shall appoint. And shall also 
build on the East side of the said midle rome (viz.), betweene the said 
midle Rome & the said pcell of land nere the lowe lane a convenient corne 
market with a wall of lyme & stone, and cover all over w th oken timber, 
pinns latts and sclatts, & the said shamles & corne market shall build, 
make upp, and finish before the feast of St. Michaell Tharchangle next 
ensuing© the date of the said Dede. And moreo9 shall pave the said way 
or passadge from the said fore streate towards the mket crosse at leingth 
into the said lowe lane w*hin the said tyme. A warraunt of attorney to 
Arthur Shee to putt the said Nicolas in possesson & clause of warrantie 
against the said Sovaraigne, burges, Comons, and their successors." 

Why the stipulations in this contract, for the laying out of a 
shambles and corn market, were never carried out, I have not been 
able to ascertain ; but the nature of the agreement entered into by 
Nicholas Langton with the corporation, in 1602, must have been 
changed by mutual consent and agreement within the next seven 
years, as, on the ground acquired under this fee-farm lease, he in 
1609 built " the great stone house" which for more than a century 
and a half afterwards was the residence of the representative of the 
family in Kilkenny, except during a few years when the Irish inha- 
bitants were expelled from the town by the Cromwellian settlers. 
This house, the present establishment of Messrs. Wall and Son, 
linen and woollen drapers, has undergone many changes modernly, 
but still retains internally some of the old floors of oak, supported 
by great beams of the same timber, resting on stone corbels. In the 
rere several of the original stone-framed and mullioned windows, 
surmounted by drip labels, and the old chimney shafts of massive 




masonry, are to be seen ; and the kitchen fire-place, an arch of ten 
feet in the span, bearing evidence of ancient profusion and liberal 
hospitality, is a striking feature in the internal arrangements. Ex- 
ternally, the most noticeable feature at present is a little lozenge- 
shaped window, preserving the original 
grating, looking into the " Butter Slip" 
from the second story. It is eighteen 
inches in height and width, from point to 
point of the lozenge. The original front 
of the house presented to the street a row 
of four round-headed arches, one of which 
gave entrance to the passage known as 
the Butter Slip — no longer available, as 
intended by the framers of the lease, for 
the traffic of horses and carriages between 
High-street and " Low-lane," or King- 
street ; an arrangement which must have been dangerous enough 
from the abruptness of the declivity at the latter side — but now 
convenient as a "short cut" for foot passengers, for whose accom- 
modation at a more modern period a flight of steps was placed to 
ease the descent. The upper front of the house showed a parapet, 
with a central gable, crowned with a massive stone chimney; 
but both gable and chimney have disappeared from the beginning 
of the present century, and the house now presents the ordinary 
modern eved roof to the street. The original front elevation, with 
only the change effected in the modernization of the windows of 
the first floor, will be found accurately depicted in the view of the 
old Market Cross, in the Transactions of the Kilkenny Archaeolo- 
gical Society for 1853 (vol. h\, part 2) — a view which must have 
been taken before the year 1771, when the cross was removed, and 
a public pump substituted for it. An engraving of the rere of the 
premises, showing the arches used in the building of the house for 
the passage of the Butter Slip, in accordance with the provisions 
of the lease, is here supplied from a drawing by the Rev. J. Graves. 
But the most striking memento of Nicholas Langton, in con- 
nexion with the town residence which he built opposite the ; Mar- 
ket Cross, is a large stone tablet, bearing his armorial ensigns, and 
an inscription recording the date of its erection. Its original posi- 
tion, no doubt, was the street front of the house above the centre 
pier of the colonnade of arches ; J but it was probably removed at 



i It would seem that this escutcheon 
was in its original position in 1765, as 
in the preamble to the pedigree of the 
Langton family, that year drawn up 
in the office of the Ulster King, it is 
stated — " Langton of Walton, who were 



Barons (bore) argent, three chevroneh 
gules ; which are the arms of the Lang- 
tons of Kilkenny, and which Nicholas 
Langton, Esq., fixed on the front of the 
house he built in Kilkenny, anno 1609, 
which may at this day be seen." 




LANGTON'S HOUSE AND THE BUTTER. SLIP, KILKENNY. 
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the time of the modernizing of the first floor windows as they 
appear in the view of the Market Cross before referred to, and it is 
at present inserted in a wall at the rere of the premises. The field 
of the escutcheon is charged with the three chevrons for Langton, 
impaling, as the arms of Daniel or Danyel, per fesse, argent and 
ermine, a pale counter changed, three lions rampant. 1 Beneath is the 
inscription, in raised old English characters. 




% I ir t x m k it i. ♦ € xtextutx %_> 
€Qnnixu%xi ♦ a . fr\ 1609. 



1 There are thirty-one different coats 
for Daniel or Danyel, given in '* Burke's 
General Armoury," some bearing a re- 
semblance to, but none of them exactly 
agreeing with, the above, A sketch 
of the escutcheon on the house of the 
Langtons having been submitted to Sir 



J. Bernard Bnrke, Ulster King, for his 
opinion, he states — "The arms impaled 
with Langton, viz., per f esse, arg. and 
erm. a pale counter changed, three lions 
rampt., are certainly intended for a coat 
of Danyel" The arms of Daniel in the 
Spanish pedigree are incorrect. 
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It is a somewhat curious circumstance that Nicholas Langton, 
who was twice married — first to Letitia, daughter of William Da- 
niel, of Kilkenny, and secondly to Nicholasa, daughter of Patrick 
Archer Fitz Edward, of the same city — should here have im- 
paled only the ensigns of his first wife's family, five years after her 
death, and four years after his second marriage. His second wife 
was of a family at least equally respectable, and decidedly of more 
importance locally than the first. 1 We have no means of account- 
ing for this heraldic arrangement except by the conjecture that the 
arms may have been sculptured before the first lady's death, and at 
least five years before the inscription and date were added to com- 
plete the tablet. 

The country house which Alderman Langton built was situ- 
ated on the Nore, at Grennan, near Durrow, Queen's County, and 
some portion of it at present exists, in ruins. It was settled by 
him on the eldest son of his first marriage, James Langton, who 
died there ; but it seems to have passed from the possession of his 
immediate decendants — whether by intermarriage, voluntary sale, 
or confiscation, I have been unable to discover — to the Wheeler 
family. In the rent-rolls of the corporation of Kilkenny, Nicholas 
Langton's name frequently appears as holding by long leases from 
that body, 2 and usually with covenants to build and improve various 



1 The family of Daniel was settled at 
a very early period in Kilkenny. John 
Daniel was sovereign of the town in 1395, 
and Patrick Daniel filled the same office 
in 1471. Their respectability at the 
time of the marriage of Letitia to Nicho- 
las Langton is vouched by the circum- 
stance of John Daniel being at the time 
the trusted agent of Thomas Earl of 
Ormonde, and styled by the leading 
statesmen of the times " The Earl of 
Ormonde's man." The Earl sent cre- 
dentials by him to LordBurghley, Queen 
Elizabeth's Prime Minister, in June, 
1571, in which he desired him to " credit 
the bearer, Daniel," as his confidential 
agent ; and Daniel himself, writing soon 
after to the same high official about 
public affairs, asks him to "commend 
me to my master, the Earl of Ormonde" 
(Hamilton's " Calendar of State Papers, 
Ireland," p. 450). Walter Daniel was 
coroner of the city of Kilkenny in 1610, 
and sheriff in 1613. 

2 The Corporation Rental of 1643, as 
set out in the "Book of Nicholas Ley," 
supplies the particulars more fully than 
the rentals of 1628, and 1688, published 
by Ledwich. Unfortunately this book, 
which was formerly in the possession of 
Mr. Michael Langton of Danville, has 
been lost ; but I possess a copy of the 



rental, extracted from it by the late 
Christopher James, Esq., Barrister-at- 
Law, Danville. I find the following en- 
tries respecting the Langton family : — 

U A Docket of the Common Lands be- 
longing to the City of Kilkenny. 

"Fee Robert Langton, for a mes- 
suage in St. Jolm's-street, 24 s . ^ ann. ; 
to be built with lime and stone within 
12 years." Fol. 4. 

"61 years. — Nicholas Langton, for a 
messuage (and) half a garden in the 
Maudlyns, and an acre of land, 10 s . ^ 
an., 2 capons or hens, 2 ploughdays> 61 
years, begining 1618." Fol. 9-10. 

" 61 years. — Robert Langton, for the 
corner shop going into St. John's Ab- 
bey, 4 s . w an., 61 years from 1585." 
Fol. 15. 

"61 years. — Nicholas Langton, for a 
messuage and garden in the Maudlyns, 
8 s . y an., 61 years from 1618." Fol. 18. 

** Expired. — A lease past to John 
Langton, for 4 acres of land near 
Bonnettrath land, at 4 s . ^ an., expired." 
Fol. 22. 

" A Docket of the Abbey lands of St. 
John's belonging to the City of Kilkenny. 

"61 years. — Nicholas Langton, for a 
messuage and garden in St. John-street, 
which Thomas Casse held at 20*. ^ 
annum, 61 years from 1606." Fol. 34. 
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tenements and premises, particularly in John-street, and " the 
Maudlyns." He died in 1632, at the house of Grennan, as appears 
by an entry made by his grandson, in the curious family manuscript 
which I have before referred to, and his remains were conveyed by 
boat down the River Nore, to Kilkenny, and interred in " his own 
monument in the great quire of St. John's Abbey." This tomb, 
which no doubt, after the fashion of the period, he had erected dur- 
ing his lifetime, has long since disappeared from the ruins of the 
abbey choir, and we have no record of its character or the inscrip- 
tion which it bore. It would seem to have been in existence in the 
year 1765, as it is stated in the pedigree that year drawn up for the 
Langtons of Cadiz by the Ulster King of Arms that their armo- 
rial bearings might then be seen "over the family monument in 
St. John's Abbey, Kilkenny." Having otherwise provided for his 
eldest son, James, and the other children of his first marriage, he was 
succeeded in the possession of the " great stone house" at the Mar- 
ket Cross, by the eldest son of his second marriage, Michael, from 
whom the present representative of the family descends — the elder 
branch, formed by the sons of the first marriage, appearing to have 
died out. 1 This Michael Langton lived in the troubled times of the 



"Fee. — Richard Langton, for a house, 
orchard, and garden in St. John's, at 
16 s . c^ an., in fee, to keep 2 feather 
beds, 4 flock, and 2 chambers with good 
sheets and furniture necessary, nomine, 
parnce. 20 s . toties quoties." Fol. 45. 

" 61 years.— Edward Langton, for the 
Chapter House, 7 s . ty annum, 61 years 
from 1577." Fol. 47. 

" Fee. — Edward Langton, for a mes- 
suage near the Tholsel, 6 s . ty an., in 
fee, with a clause to build it within 12 
years, from 1567. — Thomas Ley." Fol. 
48. 

" 101 years. — Pierce Langton, for the 
back house, and the Prior's firres, 40 s . 
^ an., 101 years from 1589, to build 
with lime and stone within 12 years." 

"61 years. — Edward Langton, for 
the Prior's wood, Ryescke Priory, Bane- 
carragh and Cherry croft, 32«. ^ an- 
num, 61 years from 1588, with common 
of pasture." Fol. 57. 

" A garden near the Infirmary gar- 
den, which Arthur Langton sometimes 
held, 14 s . 4<*. $* an." Fol. 70. 

"To sale to James Archer, for the 
lease past to Richd. Langton, of the 
lands of St. John's in 1643, to enter." 

" 61 years. — Edward Langton, for 12 
acres of land in St. John-street, 20 s . ty 
an., 61 years, from 1588, with common 
of pasture." Fol. 90. 



" A Docket of theffryarn Land belong- 
ing to the City of Kilkenny. 

" Fee. — Nicholas Langton, for three 
parcels of the ffryarn land near the Mar- 
ket Cross, in fee by deed, dated 1602, 
at 2 s . ty annum, with other reserva- 
tions." Fol. 182. 

" A Docket of St. Mary's Lands be- 
longing to the City of Kilkenny. 

"Fee. — Nicholas Langton, for a 
mease in Crooker's-street, and a garden 
in Fleming- street, 13 s . 4 d . ty ann. ; to 
build with lime and stone within 12 
years, beginning 1605, he repairing the 
church from time to time." 

1 At least, neither the Spanish pedi- 
gree nor any of the family documents 
that I have been enabled to consult trace 
the descendants of the first marriage 
further than the grandsons of James, 
the eldest son ; but as James had seven 
brothers, three married sons, and five 
grandsons, it is difficult enough to sup- 
pose that the line died out. No doubt 
they were scattered, and many left the 
country after the Cromwellian visita- 
tion. The Langtons of Birr were proba- 
bly descendants of this branch. There 
was another James, whose surname is 
spelled Lanckton in the Inquisitions 
post-mortem (Com. Civit. Kilken. No. 
13), contemporary with James, the son 
of Alderman Nicholas Langton. This 
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rebellion of 1641, and the sittings of the Supreme Council of Confe- 
derate Catholics 1 in Kilkenny ; and he only just survived by a single 
year the surrender of the city to Cromwell. He no doubt expe- 
rienced some of the hardships of the arbitrary rule introduced under 
the governorship of Kilkenny committed to Colonel Daniel Axtel, 
the regicide, but was spared the affliction experienced soon after, in 
the year 1654, by his widow and younger children, in the " ukase" 
which drove them from their home opposite the Market Cross, 
and forced them to take up their residence for nine years in the town 
of Ballinakill, Queen's County, which was selected by the Crom- 
wellian authorities as the place of transplantation, or, as the victims 
themselves termed it, " banishment," for the native citizens of Kil- 
kenny. 2 Nicholas Langton, the eldest son of this Michael, having 
been bound apprentice to a merchant at Ross, was sent to France 
on a trading voyage by his master in 1649, but was taken, with 
the ship and cargo, by Moorish pirates, and detained as a slave for 
three years and four months on the coast of Barbary, when he ef- 
fected his escape by swimming to the nearest Spanish post, in the 
manner told in his own words in the manuscript which I herewith 
lay before the Society ; and, having returned to Ireland, joined his 
mother at Ballinakill, till after the restoration of the King, when the 
banished citizens of Kilkenny appear to have been, in 1663, also 
restored to their property, or some portion of it, and permitted to 
resume their residence in that city. Langton re-entered into pos- 
session of the paternal mansion at the Market Cross, where his son 

person, whom I cannot connect with the monumentum fieri fecit, et obiit die 

branch of the House of Low, died in A. D. 16 ... . et Catherina Archer uxor 

1626, and left a son and heir, Richard ejus, quae obiit die . . . . A. D. . . . '' 
Lanckton, who succeeded him in posses- This inscription is now nowhere to be 

sion of a stone house, and other pre- found in Kilkenny, but those which ac- 

mises in Kilkenny, part of the property company it on the same paper were at 

of the dissolved monastery of St. John, St. John's Abbey. William Langton's 

and held from the king, in soccage, in mayoralty was in 1645-6. He was also 

capite. , sheriff in 1625-6. Another local digni- 

1 One of the members of the Supreme tary whom I cannot connect with the 

Council of Confederate Catholics was family tree is Walter Langton, who was 

William Langton, of Kilkenny, whom I portreve, or chief magistrate of the cor- 

cannot connect with the branch of the poration of Irishtown, in 1576. 
House of Low, except on the supposi- 2 See an exceedingly interesting pa- 

tion that he may have been a descen- per, by John P. Prendergast, Esq., en- 

dant from Edward or Richard, the titled " The Clearing of Kilkenny, 

younger sons of the first settler in Kil- Anno 1654," "Journal of Kilkenny and 

kenny. The family seem to have recog- South-East of Ireland Archaeological 

nised him as "one of them;" for, amongst Society," vol. iii., part 2, new series, 

the documents left by the late Mr. p. 326. Nicholas Langton was one of 

Michael Langton of Danville, is a pa- sixteen banished citizens of Kilkenny 

per containing copies of monumental who petitioned King Charles II. on his 

inscriptions connected with his ances- restoration, at the same time applying 

tors, one of which is there given as to the Marquis of Ormonde to second 

follows : — their prayer to his Majesty, for the res- 

"Hicjacet Willielmus Langton, quon- titution of their property in that town 

dam Major civitatis Kilkennise, qui hoc (ibid. p. 341). 
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and successor, Michael, was born in 1663 (old style), as was Michael's 
son, Nicholas in 1705. This Nicholas Fitz Michael the second set- 
tled as a merchant in Cadiz, in Spain, where he married ; and his 
eldest son, Michael Laurence Joseph Langton, was born in 1737. 
For these latter two members of the family the pedigree on record 
in the office of the Ulster King was made out, for the purpose 
of securing them those privileges which in Spain were only ex- 
tended at the time to men of birth and ancestry, and they were 
adjudged by the Spanish authorities to have fully made good their 
claim to all such rights and immunities. The family would still 
probably be settled in Cadiz but for Napoleon Bonaparte's invasion 
of Spain, in consequence of which Michael L. J. Langton removed 
his family to England, intending to follow them thither himself; but 
he was suddenly seized with a fatal illness, and died in Cadiz dur- 
ing the siege in July, 1810. His eldest son, Michael Theobald 
Langton, settled in Bath, and married Miss Mary Ryan, of Water- 
ford, — a lady whose father's great-grandfather had acquired the 
property of Danganmore, in the county of Kilkenny, by marriage 
with the heiress of the last male descendant of the Barons Palatine 
of Danganmore, a branch of the family of Comerford of Staffordshire, 
which had settled in Kilkenny in the reign of King John, and whose 
descendants, somewhat more fortunate than those of the larger num- 
ber of the old Anglo-Norman settlers, had preserved some small 
portion of their ancient patrimony through the two revolutions of 
the seventeenth century, with their sweeping attainders and confisca- 
tions. 1 Thus Captain Henry Michael Faustinus Langton, the eldest 

1 The last Comerford of Danganmore, Galmoy, of the Lords Mountmorres and 
however, did lose the greater part of Frankfort de Montmorency, as well as 
his ancestral estate, by confiscation. of the late Sir William Morres, Bart., of 
His castle and lands of Derryleagh, now Uppercourt and Kilcreene. The pre- 
the fine mansion and demesne of Castle- sent proprietor of the Castlemorres 
morres were granted by Oliver Crom- estate, John Pratt De Montmorency, 
well to Matthias Westmoreland, a lieu- Esq., is a descendant in the female line, 
tenant in his army, by whom the property According to family tradition, the way 
was sold to Captain Hervey Morres, son in which Danganmore, the chief seat of 
of Sir Redmond Morres, of Knockagh the Comerford family, and from which 
Castle, in the county of Tipperary, who their titular dignity of Baron was de- 
joined the army of the Commonwealth, rived, came to be saved to their de- 
and commanded a troop in the Protec- scendants at the time of the confiscation 
tor's own regiment of horse. Captain of the rest of the property, was that it 
Morres afterwards favoured the restora- had been settled in marriage on Cathe- 
tion of Charles II., and obtained from that rine Comerford, the lady who brought 
king a patent erecting Derryleagh in- it into the Ryan family, and who is said 
to a manor, under the title of Castlemor- to have been a widow at the time that 
res, with courts leet and baron, and three she took, as her second husband, a gen- 
annual fairs to be held in the village of tleman of that name, from Silvermines, 
Ballyribbon, on the property, the name in the county of Tipperary, who had lost 
of which he changed to Newmarket. his own property in the wars. The only 
He died in 1724 ; and was the progeni- son of this marriage, Mr. Jeremiah Ryan, 
tor, by his third wife, Frances Butler, married a Miss Peppard, in 1721, and 
granddaughter to the first Viscount at his death his widow fixed her resi- 
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son of this marriage, and the representative of the Langtons of the 
city of Kilkenny, descended of the House of Low and of the Barons 
of Newton and lords of Walton le-dale, in Lancashire, comes to be a 
landed proprietor in the county of Kilkenny, also, as the heir and 
representative in the female line of the ancient Barons of Dangan- 
more. The "great stone house" at the Market Cross, however, is not 
now his property, but belongs to the Rev. Edmund Madden, R. C. 
Curate, at Swansea, in Wales, the representative in the female line 
of a junior branch of the Langton family, who continued to occupy 
the premises after the senior branch had emigrated to Spain. This 
branch, which became extinct in the second generation, w r as founded 
by Silvester, a younger brother of Michael Fitz Nicholas the se- 
cond, who seems to have been in partnership in trade with the lat- 
ter, and to have continued the business after his death, taking a 
lease of the house from Michael's son, Nicholas, then in Cadiz. 
This Silvester Langton, in a manuscript which he has left after him, 
in his own handwriting, states that he was "born on the 29th day 
of December, 1681, in the Big hous opposit the Cross, in Kilkenny, 
and was marryed to Anne Langton, daughter of Thomas Lang- 
ton of Birr, the 25th January, 1712." Silvester was succeeded by 
his son, the late Mr. Michael Langton, of Danville, from whom the 
" big house" was rented by his nephew, the late Mr. Michael Co- 
merford, 1 of King-street — son of Mr. James Comerford, married to 



dence in Kilkenny. Their eldest son, 
John Ryan, entered the French army, 
and served in the Irish Brigade, at the 
battles of Dettingen and Fontenoy. Af- 
ter about seven years' service he returned 
to Ireland, on his father's death ; and in 
his place a commission in the French 
army was given to his younger brother, 
who subsequently attained the rank of 
a general. John left three sons, of whom 
the elder, Peter, married a Miss Wall, 
but died without issue; the second, 
John, an eccentric but generally esteem- 
ed citizen of Kilkenny, never married ; 
and the youngest, Henry Jeremiah, was 
grandfather to Captain Langton, to 
whose mother the family property passed 
not many years since. Captain Lang- 
ton pays a small chiefry for Dangan- 
more to the Marquis of Ormonde, as lord 
of the soil. 

1 Mr. Michael Comerford seems to 
have been the last head and represen- 
n tative of one of the various branches of 
that family of ancient note and status 
in the county of Kilkenny ; but of which 
of them, it is, I fear, not now possible to 
decide. The Danganmore family was 
the head branch ; but the Comerfords of 



Inchyholohan, of Ballymack, of Bally- 
bur, and of Callan, were all conspicuous 
amongst the gentry of the county of Kil- 
kenny in the olden time. The people 
inhabiting the neighbourhood of Bally- 
bur Castle, near Desart, always looked 
upon Mr. Michael Comerford as the 
lineal representative of the ancient pro- 
prietors of that fortified residence. He 
himself seemed to be under the impres- 
sion that his line was that of Ballymack ; 
but he appeared to me to have had no 
reason for arriving at that conclusion 
except the interest which the Act of 
Attainder of Thomas Queuerford, or 
Comerford, of Ballymack (for having 
joined in the rebellion of James Fitz 
Maurice in 1569), amongst the pub- 
lished Statutes (13th Elizabeth, cap. 
vii.) had excited in his mind. He had 
once in his possession the means of 
ascertaining the exact facts, had he but 
tried to decipher the old family title- 
deeds and other papers, which had come 
down to him from his ancestors, but un- 
fortunately they were destroyed without 
his having done so. Those documents 
had been carefully preserved by his 
grandfather and father, in an oaken 
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Anne Langton, fourth daughter of Silvester, on the 27th Novem- 
ber, 1754 — who for many years resided there. Mr. Michael Lang- 
ton lived to a very advanced age, and, having never married, at his 
death, his property, including the house at Danville, of which he 
was the builder, and the leasehold interest in the " big house," or 
" great stone house," at the Butter Slip, came to Mr. Comerford, 
who, also having never married, at his demise, a few years since, was 
succeeded by his grand nephew, the Rev. E. Madden, whose grand- 
father, Mr. Edward Madden, had married Miss Jane Comerford, 
eldest sister of Michael, in 1781. The Rev. Mr. Madden recently 
purchased from Captain Langton his interest in the Butter Slip pre- 
mises, which thus have become his exclusive property, paying only 
a small chiefry to the Marquis of Ormonde, as lord of the soil ; and 
thus the " great stone house," although it has passed away from the 
representative of its builder in 1609, is yet, in 1864, the property 
of a decendant. 

The manuscript account of the Langton family which I propose 



chest, in the hope that some day such a 
change in the existing state of things 
might take place, as that the production 
of the title-deeds would serve to restore 
to them their ancestral possessions. 
Mr. Comerford described to me how he 
remembered in his early youth seeing 
his grandfather William Comerford, of 
Kilkenny, on sunny days, taking the old 
parchments from their receptacle, and 
carefully " airing" them, so as to in- 
sure their preservation. However, on 
the death of his own father, James Co- 
merford, Michael became their posses- 
sor ; but his mother claimed to have the 
chest given up to what she considered a 
more useful purpose, and the contents 
were therefore emptied in a corner of 
the garret of the old house of the Lang- 
tons, where they served as a magazine 
for waste paper, and were often put in 
requisition when a turkey was required 
to be singed ; whilst the damp and mice 
so injured the parchments, that upon 
looking over them about fifty years ago, 
they appeared to him to be altogether 
illegible and valueless, and he threw 
them into the fire. Three or four of the 
parchments had large pendant seals at- 
tached to them, which remained for some 
time after in the house ; but by degrees 
they all vanished except one, and that 
he gave as a curiosity to his nephew, 
Mr. Jeremiah Scully, of Freshford. A 
portion of this seal has since been pre- 
sented by Mr. Scully to the Museum of 
the Kilkenny Archaeological Society, and 



it proves to be the Irish great seal of 
Charles I., which probably had been ap- 
pended to a patent passed under the Com- 
mission for the Remedy of Defective 
Titles. James, the father of Michael 
Comerford, after his marriage with 
Anne Langton, carried on business as a 
merchant in the " great stone house," in 
partnershp with Mr. Emanuel Murray, 
who was married to his wife's sister 
Elinor. It was this firm of Comerford 
and Murray which loaded the first and 
only boat that navigated the Kilkenny 
canal from the tide water to the city, 
and on the passage of which a large ad- 
vance of money from Parliament for the 
completion of the navigation works de- 
pended. It was rather a "take in," the 
navigation by the boat, as in many 
places it was only forced along by the 
labour of vast crowds of men collected 
together for the purpose ; but ultimately 
the vessel did arrive in Kilkenny, and 
discharged its cargo at New Quay, de- 
scribed by Mr. Comerford as then a 
much more open place than it was in the 
memory of the present generation, be- 
fore it was altogether swept away re- 
cently in the forming of the new public 
markets. Mr. Michael Comerford wit- 
nessed the removal of the Market Cross 
of Kilkenny in 1771, being seven years 
old at the time. He remembered seeing 
the ropes fastened to the structure, to 
pull it down, and he stated that the street 
was covered with straw to receive the 
falling mass. 
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to print here was first seen by me in the possession of the late Mr. 
Michael Comerf brd, who found it amongst the family papers which 
had been in the possession of his uncle, Michael Langton, son of 
Silvester ; and it is now in the keeping of Mr. Comerford's execu- 
tor, Mr. Michael Banim, the distinguished litterateur. It is only a 
copy, of which what seems to be the original is in the possession 
of Captain Langton, 1 whose father and grandfather continued to 
enter in the book all the particulars of the births, baptisms, mar- 
riages, and deaths of their children, in exactly the same form as 
that adopted by their progenitors who had in succession for so many 
generations carried on the record. Its local interest cannot fail of 
being considerable, from the many particulars of people and events 
of note in former times in Kilkenny which are incidentally intro- 
duced ; although, of course, by readers unconnected with that 
city, the minute particulars entered into of mere family matters may 
be deemed in some degree tedious. However, I would hope that, 
as the fullest memorial which exists of any one of the ten " Tribes 
of Kilkenny," the propriety of its publication by a local Archaeolo- 
gical Society will by no one be disputed. Before giving the ma- 
nuscript, however, I think it proper to supply such a genealogical 
tree as will enable it to be better understood by the reader. The 
earlier portion of the pedigree I deem it right to set out just as it 
was drawn up in the Irish Office of Arms, and certified by the 
Ulster King in 1 765 ; but that portion of it of which the authenti- 
city is so much more than doubtful I have given with dotted lines, 
to distinguish it from the rest, which may be implicitly relied on, as 
being*supported by documents of unquestionable genuineness. 

1 The following entry, made in the and in reward of her most exemplary 

book by Michael Laurence Joseph Lang- life. Having been at death doors by 

ton, the son of the first settler in Spain, melancholie, the Physicians desir'd I 

and himself born there, makes this fact should travell to dissipate my sorrow, 

pretty clear, and also accounts for the cause of my sickness. I thought im- 

existence of the copy which I found in mediately of going to assure of my per- 

the keeping of Mr. Michael Comerford, sonal profound respect to my venerable 

and a transcript of which is now laid be- Grand Mother Eliner Roth, at Kilkenny, 

fore the Society : — and to see my Relations in the place 

" I was marrid the 2 d of October, 1758, where my Ancestors had liv'd for so 

at San Lucar de Barrameda, to Marie manny years. My said beloved Parent 

Elene Wadding, daughter to Gerard deliver'd me then this pretious ancient 

Wadding, of Carrick on Sure, and Anas- book, that I should continue following 

tacia Murphy of Kilkenny .... The 21 st my fore Fathers example, being the first 

January, 1763, I had the misfortune to Son of the eldest branch of my Family, 

lose my belov'd wife, whose extraordi- and left the Coppy of it in the house be- 

nary virtue and amiable temper gain'd longing to me and my heirs near the 

her the general esteem, and made her Townsell, call'd the Pent house. On my 

death much lamented ; she was burryed return to Cadiz, I was marryed, the 7th 

in the vault of St. Simon's Stock's altar July. 1766, in Paris, at St. Sulpice's 

in the Carmelites Church of San Lucar Parish church, by its Vicar, Berthelo,, 

de Barrameda, and firmely believe her to Marie Dillon Hussey, Daughter to 

soul enjoys of the eternal felicity, throw Thomas Dillon and Marie Hussey, all 

the merits of Jesus Christ our Redeemer, three from Dublin." 




John Langton fitz Richard, Esq., settl 
tween three lioncels rampant, < 
gules, which are the arms of th< 
ment in St John's Abbey, Kilke 



Letitia, daughter of William Dan 
of Kilkenny, ob. 1604. 



James Langton, fitz Nicholas === Mirion, daughter of John Rothe, 
of Grennan, born 1588. fitz Pierce, of Kilree. 



Joseph, ob. 167G; 
married Mary Butler. 



&.$. 1609. 



JIM 

James. 
Pierce. 
Nicholas. 
Joseph. 



J ' ' ' 
Frances. 

Lucy. 

Margaret. 

Maria. 



Dominick, married 
Margaret Cullen. 



Michael. 



John, married 
Rose Randal. 
I 



Michael. 



Mary. 



Michael, born 1662, 
ob. infans. 



I 1703. 

Michael Langton, born 1663-4 = Eleanor, daughter of 
ob. 1737. I Perce Rothe. 



1736. 



Nicholas Langton, born in Kilkenny == Frances, daughter of Lorenzo 

i_ ITAt JJ-J i„ C-nnln 177Q navatiT nf n^Air, 



' in 1705 ; died in Spain, 1779. 



Carew of Cadiz. 



Peter L 
Maria 
andh 
and v 
dova. 



Mary Ellen, daughter of Gerard Wadding = Michael Laurence Joseph Langton, born = Mary, daughter of Thomas 
of Carrick-on-Suir, ob. 1763. in Cadiz, 1737 ; died there, 1810. Dillon, of Dublin. 



Frances Maryanne. 



Mary, married P. Cruise 
of Rathcool. 



Laurence Gregory, born Peter, b< 

in Cadiz, 1742; died Cadiz, 

there, 1760. ob. inf 



Nicholas, born in Cadiz, 1769; died, unmarried, at 
Colubre in France, in 1794; having served the 
King of France in Dillon's Regiment till the Re- 
volution, and subsequently entered the Spanish 
service, with the rank of captain in the Jaen 
Infantry. 



Michael Theobald Langton, ( 
of Bath ; born in Paris, 1 
in Dublin, 7th February, 



Henry Michael Faustinus Langton, 
of No. 6, Southwick-place, Hyde 
Park, London, and of Dangan- 
more. county of Kilkenny, Cap- 
tain in the Louth Rifles, A. D. 
1864. 



Theobald Arthur Lambert, 
born 1830. 



Francis Albert Romuald, 
born 1840. 



Maiy Frances Christina, married, 
August, 1845, Peter (eldest son 
of Stephen) Grehan, Esq., of 
Gresham Terrace, Kingstown, 
and of Gortkelly and Glencree, 
county of Tipperary. 



PEDIGREE OF LANGTON 



SIR JOHN LANGTON of Langton, in Yorkshire, Knight, married in 1216, was nephew to : 
Stephen Langton, doctor and professor in the University of Paris, Chancellor of the same, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and Cardinal, anno 1206; a celebrated writer, and reckoned one 
of the most learned men of the age. 



MA 



Thomas Langton, of Langton, Lord of Farnly and Huddelstone, ob. 1280 v.v.\ Mar 



John Langton, of Langton, Lord of Farnly, was married in the year 1240 ;;; ; ; : Am 



John Langton, Esq., eldest son. 



Richard Langton, Esq., second son ;:;;;; Mar 



John Langton fitz Richard, Esq., settled at Low, in the county of Lancashire ; quitted his paternal coat, which was gules, a chevron ermine, be- Margaret, daughter 

tween three honcels rampant or armed langed azure ; and assumed the arms of his mother's family, which are argent three chevronels "• " 
gules, which are the arms of the Langtons of Kilkenny, ever since their ancestor, Jolin Langton, came to Ireland, as over the family monu- : 
ment m St John's Abbey, Kilkenny, may be seen. J ; 



Richard Langton, fitz John, Esq., died in the year 1483 :;;;; The daughter of John 



John Langton, third son of Richard Langton fitz John, Esq., came to Ireland, anno 1486 === L€ 
to avoid the fate of those that adhered to the House of York, and took part with 
Lambert Simnel and Perkin Warbeck. He settled in Kilkenny, and married there, 
anno 1491. 



Richard Langton, fitz John, of = Isabel, daughter of William Blanchville, 
Kilkenny, Esq., ob. 1566. I of BlanchviUestown, Esq., ob. 1604. 



Edward Langton. 



Letitia, daughter of William Daniel = Nicholas Langton, Alderman and M.P. Kil- 
of Kilkenny, ob. 1604. I kenny ; born Lammas day, 1562, ob. 1632. 



Mirion, daughter of John Rothe, 
fitz Pierce, of Kilree. 



Nicholasa, daughter of Patrick Archer, 
fitz Edward, of Kilkenny, ob. 1623. 



hi 

Matthew. 

Stephen. 

Michael. 

Joseph. 

Peter. 

Mathias. 

Francis. 



ill 

Nichol. 

Mary. 

Jane. 



Dominick, married 
Margaret Cullen. 



John, married 
Rose Randal. 
I 



I 



Mary. 



Rose, married Neil 
Cullen of Kilken- 
ny, Merchant. 



Frances, married 
Thomas Langton. 



Lucy, married An- 
thony St. Leger. 



Margaret, married 
Adam Lawless. 



Anthony. 



Bartholomew. 



1703. 
ael Langton, born 1663-4 = Eleanor, daughter of 
ob. 1737. I Perce Rothe. 



William, 
born 1665-6. 



James, 
born 1668. 



Joseph, 
born 1671. 



Richard, 
born 1672-3. 



James (second), 
born 1675. 



Dominick, 
born 1678. 



1736. 
iy == Frances, daughter of Lorenzo 
Carew of Cadiz. 



Peter Langton, bom 1709 ; married in Spain, Edmund, 

Marian, daughter of John Clarke of Cadiz, born 1711, 

and had two sons, who died s. p. ; ob. 1797, died 1717. 

and was buried in the cathedral of Cor- 
dova. 



John, William, John, 

born 1715, born 1716. born 1718, 

died 1717. died 1718. 



Laurence Gregory, born 
in Cadiz, 1742; died 
there, 1760. 



Peter, born in 
Cadiz, 1746; 
ob. infans. 



Nicholas Joseph, born 
in Cadiz, 1753 ; died 
in Puerto Real, 1806. 



Eugenia, born 1738 ; 
ob. 1743. 



Seraphina, born 
1741 ; married 
Michael Sut- 
ton, 



Mary, born 1745 ; 
married Tho- 
mas Walsh ; 
ob. 1777. 



Matthew, Jai 

born 1720, Ma 

died 1734. Co: 

An 

Roi 

Ma 



Josepha, born 1748 ; 
married Edward 
Murphy; ob. 1826. 



I, unmarried, at 
ring served the 
lent till the Re- 
red the Spanish 
in in the Jaen 



Michael Theobald Langton, of the city 
of Bath ; born in Paris, 1782 ; died 
in Dublin, 7th February, 1844. 



1820. 



Mary, daughter of Jeremiah Ryan 
of Waterford, but originally of 
Kilkenny; born 1795; died in 
London, 22nd January, 1864. 



Frances Christiana Nimpha, born 1767 ; 
married, 1785, to John Claude de Ga- 
bet, Director of the Mint House at 
Lyons; ob. 1829, leaving issue three 
sons, and four daughters. 



Marie Christine Seraphine . 
born in Cadiz, 1771; mg 
1794, the Baron Andilla 
of Valencia ; ob. s. p. 184 



Maiy Frances Christina, married, 
August, 1845, Peter (eldest son 
of Stephen) Grehan, Esq., of 
Gresham Terrace, Kingstown, 
and of Gortkelly and Glencree, 
county of Tipperary. 



Margaret Caroline Felicia, 
a Sister of Charity ; died 
11th October, 1856, at St. 
Vincent's Hospital, Dub- 
lin. 



Josephine Jane Simeona, a 
nun in the Ursuline Con- 
vent, Blackrock, Cork. 



Eleanora Mary Susanna, 
died at Versailles, 8th 
September, 1847, un- 
married. 



Eliza Mary 



LANGTON OF KILKENNY. 



[night, married in 1216, was nephew to .v.": MARGARET, daughter and co-heir of Sir John Nevil, Knight, 
versity of Paris, Chancellor of the same, : 
)6 ; a celebrated writer, and reckoned one 



,ord of Farnly and Huddelstone, oh. 1280 v.v.\ Margaret, daughter of John de la Pont, Esq. 
rd of Farnly, was married in the year 1240 ;;; ; ; : Anastatia, daughter of John Vavasor, of Weston, Esq. 
Richard Langton, Esq., second son ;:;;;; Margaret, daughter of John Langton, Baron of Walton. 



es, a chevron ermine, he- :.:::: Margaret, daughter of William Rothe of Haverford West, in Wales. The issue of this marriage (beside Richard), were Thomas and Francis. 
) argent three chevronels j 
as over the family monu- : 



q., died in the year 1483 :;;;; The daughter of John Langton, of Lincolnshire, Esq. 



m fitz John, Esq., came to Ireland, anno 1486 === Lettice, daughter of Jenkin Rothe, of Callan, Esq. 



i to the House of York, and took part with 
He settled in Kilkenny, and married there, 



N. B.— From this John Rothe is descended Ge- 
neral Rothe, as may be seen by his pedigree. 



Edward Langton. 



George Langton. 



rick Archer, 
r, ob. 1623. 



Walter Rothe, fitz Robert = Letitia Langton. 
of Kilkenny, Esq. I 

Peter Rothe, fitz Walter. 

Thomas Rothe. 



Michael Langton, born = Anne, daughter of William 
26th Sept., 1606, Murphy of Kilkenny, 

ob. 23rd Sept. , 1651. ob. 1687. 



Ill 
Edward, born 1609. 
Thomas, born 1612. 
Robert, born 1615. 



sdAn- 
sger. 



Margaret, married 
Adam Lawless. 



Mary. 
Catherine. 



I !659. 

Nicholas Langton, born 1630 ; banished by = Jane, daughter of Patrick, born 1633. 

Cromwell to Ballinakill ; returned to Kil- William Shee of Richard, born 1637. 

kenny, 1662; ob. 9th December, 1683. Cloran, ob. 1710. James, born 1640. 



nun 

Nichol. 

Anastal 

Frances 

Mary. 

Margar< 

Mary (s 



James (second), 
born 1675. 



Dominick, 
born 1678. 



1712. j 1728-9. I 

Anne, daughter of Thomas = Silvester Langton — Mary Sexton, relict William, 

Langton of Birr, ob. 1719. born 1681, ob. 1749. of Edmund Tobin, born 1683. 

ob. 1755. 



Ham, 
1 1716. 



John, 
born 1718, 
died 1718. 



Matthew, 
born 1720, 
died 1734. 



Jane. 

Mary. 

Cornelia. 

Anne. 

Rose. 

Margaret. 



Anne. 

Mary. 

Anastasia. 

Margaret. 

Elizabeth, oi 

Nicholasa. 

Dorothy. 



Mary, born 1745 ; 
married Tho- 
mas Walsh ; 
ob. 1777. 



Thomas, 
born 1713, 
died 1714. 



Josepha, born 1748 ; 
married Edward 
Murphy; ob. 1826. 



Jane. 
Mary. 
Jane (second). 



Michael Langton, Esq., of Nicholas. 

Danville, born 1738, Joseph, 

died unmarried. 



Ja 



Sylvester Comerford, born 1756 ; 
married, 1779, Miss Dromgool 
of Drogheda ; ob. 1796, s. p. 



Michael Con 
street, Kill 
1851, unnu 



ha, born 1767 ; 
Claude de Ga- 
lint House at 
ig issue three 



Marie Christine Seraphine Julienne, 
born in Cadiz, 1771; married, in 
1794, the Baron Andilla, Knight 
of Valencia ; ob. s. p. 1841. 



Eleanora Mary Susanna, 
died at Versailles, 8th 
September, 1847, un- 
married. 



Eliza Mary Frances. 



Marie Carmen Joseph Andrea, born 1773; 
married 1798, at Madrid, to Bias Aranza, 
Knight of St. James, Intendant of Ca- 
talonia; ob. 1842, leaving a son and 
daughter. 



I 
Catherine Wilhelmina Pauline, 
died in Bath, 15th December, 
1838, aged 11 months. 



.Josefa Teresa Ramona Donata, born 1774; 
married, 1792, Don Jose Brun y Ysasi, 
Maestrante de Ronda, Intendente Honora- 
rio de Provincio, and Treasurer of Cadiz; 
ob. 1796, leaving an only daughter, Fran- 
cisca de Paula, married in 1829 to William 
Berington, Esq., of Little Malvern Court. 



Thomas M 
born 177 



Rev. Edmund Made 



[To face, p. 84.] 



%* The descents connected by dotted lines are copied from a Pedigree in the 
Office of Arms, Dublin Castle, but sufficient proof that it is unreliable is afforded 
in note 2, page 65, and note 1, page 66 ; the remainder is compiled from authentic 
documents, and information supplied by members of the family. 

tg^ In the Spanish Pedigree, Michael Langton fitz Nicholas fitz Richard {ob. 
23rd Sept., 1651) is stated to have married Anne, daughter of William Murphy 
of Kilkenny, and it is so printed here ; but it is almost certain that his wife was 
daughter of Patrick Murphy, Mayor of Kilkenny 1642-3. See page 92, note 2, 
and page 95, note 2. 



Richard), were Thomas and Francis. 



ngton. 



Ill 
Edward, born 1609. 
Thomas, born 1612. 
Robert, born 1615. 



,ughter of 
n Shee of 
, ob. 1710. 



Patrick, born 1633. 
Richard, born 1637. 
James, born 1640. 



nun 

Nichol. 

Anastatia. 

Frances. 

Mary. 

Margaret. 

Mary (second). 



• III U 1 1 1 

Catherine. 

Beale. 

Margaret. 

Anstice and Kate. 

Ellen. 

Cissely. 

Megg. 

Cissely (second). 

Frances. 





circ. 1660. 



m, relict 
id Tobin, 



William, 
born 1683. 



Anne. 

Mary. 

Anastasia. 

Margaret. 

Elizabeth, or Isabel. 

Nicholasa. 

Dorothy. 



Langton, Esq., of 
ille, born 1738, 
inmarried. 



I I 1754. ! 

Nicholas. James Comerford = Anne Langton, 

Joseph. of Kilkenny, I ob. aetat. 94. 

ob. aetat. 80. 



ylvester Comerford, born 1756 ; 
married, 1779, Miss Dromgool 
of Drogheda ; ob. 1796, s. p. 



Michael Comerford, Esq., of King- 
street, Kilkenny; born 1765; died 
1851, unmarried, aetat. 86. 



sa Ramona Donata, born 1774; 
1792, Don Jose Brun y Ysasi, 
Le de Ronda, Intendente Honora- 
ovinc.io, and Treasurer of Cadiz; 
leaving an only daughter, Fran- 
aula, married in 1829 to William 
i, Esq., of Little Malvern Court. 



Thomas Marie del Carmen Edward, 
born 1772 ; died 1774, unmarried. 



Eleanor Langton, married Emanuel Mur- Alice, 

ray, of Kilkenny, Merchant, in 1756, and Alice (second), 

died in 1772, leaving numerous offspring. 



II ! I 
Edward. 
William. 

William (second). 
Nicholas. 



Edmund Madden = 



1781. 



Henrietta Nimphe, born 1787 ; 
died, unmarried, in 1806. 



Jane Comerford, 
born 1760. 



Michael Madden = Bridget, daughter of Edward Cahill of Mountrath ; she 
I married, secondly, Mr. Daniel Bolger. 



Rev. Edmund Madden, R. C. curate at Swansea, A. D. 1864. 



James. 



Michael. 



iiiiiiiii 

Mary. 

Margaret 

Mary (second). 

Ellen. 

Mary (third). 

Margaret (second). 

Anne. 

Alice. 

Eleanor. 



James, 
ob. s. p. 



